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ABSTRACT: Direct observations of structure−electrochem-
ical activity relationships continue to be a key challenge in
secondary battery research. 6Li magic angle spinning (MAS)
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy is the only
structural probe currently available that can quantitatively
characterize local lithium environments on the subnanometer
scale that dominates the free energy for site occupation in
lithium-ion (Li-ion) intercalation materials. In the present
study, we use this local probe to gain new insights into the
complex electrochemical behavior of activated 0.56Li2MnO3·
0.56LiMn0.5Ni0.5O2, lithium- and manganese-rich transition-
metal (TM) oxide intercalation electrodes. We show direct evidence of path-dependent lithium site occupation, correlated to
structural reorganization of the metal oxide and the electrochemical hysteresis, during lithium insertion and extraction. We report
new 6Li resonances centered at ∼1600 ppm that are assigned to LiMn6-TMtet sites, specifically, a hyperfine shift related to a small
fraction of re-entrant tetrahedral TMs (Mntet), located above or below lithium layers, coordinated to LiMn6 units. The intensity
of the TM layer lithium sites correlated with tetrahedral TMs loses intensity after cycling, indicating limited reversibility of TM
migrations upon cycling. These findings reveal that defect sites, even in dilute concentrations, can have a profound effect on the
overall electrochemical behavior.

■ INTRODUCTION

Researchers worldwide are searching for new electrochemical
energy storage materials that meet the stringent energy density,
life, cost, and safety requirements of batteries for electric vehicle
(EV) applications.1,2 Layered lithium- and manganese-rich,
transition-metal (TM) oxide (LMR-NMC, where TM is Ni,
Mn, and Co) intercalation cathode structures have been widely
investigated since 2000 as the next generation cathodes for
advanced lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries.3−5 The promise of
LMR-NMC composite electrode structures is that, when paired
with an appropriate advanced anode, the resulting battery pack
meets the United States Advanced Battery Consortium’s EV
battery system goals of <$125/kWh with energy densities over
500Wh/L.3 These transformational cost and performance
values are enabled by Li- and Mn-rich compositions that
increase specific energy and energy density through high
specific capacity (>230 mAh/g). This class of materials,
denoted as xLi2MnO3·(1 − x)LiMO2 (M = Mn, Ni, Co),
possesses complex nanocomposite structures consisting of two
distinctly different, average local environments;6,7 one rich in Li
and Mn (e.g., Li2MnO3) and the other in the constituent TMs
(e.g., LiMO2). In order to achieve reversible capacities >200
mAh/g, electrochemical activation of the Li- and Mn-rich
component above ∼4.4 V is necessary. However, activation
followed by cycling above ∼4.0 V results in continuous

structural changes to the material. Hysteresis in the open-circuit
voltage is one manifestation associated with high-voltage
cycling after the activation process.8 In addition, a continuous
decrease in the average voltage (energy) of cells, known as
voltage fade, also occurs.9−11 Hysteresis and voltage fade are
correlated and can be quantified electrochemically.9,10

Furthermore, both phenomena scale in magnitude with the
amount of Li and Mn ordering (e.g, Li2MnO3 content) that is
present in as-prepared compositions.6

The electrochemical redox process associated with the high
capacities of LMR-NMC electrodes, in some examples12 over
300 mAh/g, is still lacking a definitive explanation. However,
the available literature clearly demonstrates that redox
processes are correlated with structural phenomena between
charge and discharge that are mostly reversible, but inherently
lead to significant structural5,13−17 rearrangements. Gallagher et
al. proposed a structural model relating hysteresis and voltage
fade that includes partially reversible migration of TMs and/or
Li, driven by the presence of vacancies in the lithium layers.10

The hypothesized model is founded on experimental
observations of LMR-NMC electrodes as well as the currently
accepted historical understanding of structural transformations
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in layered oxide intercalation hosts.18,19 TM migration has been
experimentally observed for several other layered and
composite intercalation compounds such as LiMnO2,

20

LiVO2,
21 Li1.2Mn0.4Cr0.4O2,

22 and LiMn0.5Ni0.5O2.
23 The

migration of TMs into lithium layers is predicted by
computation to involve tetrahedral sites of the lithium layers,
creating “dumbbells” involving Li and, e.g., Mn.14,23−25 This
defect in the oxide structure forms across an octahedral vacancy
(□) in the TM layer creating LiTet-□-MnTet and LiTet-□-LiTet
configurations. Dumbbell formation should have a direct
impact on Li site energies and likely results in an observable
change in lithium local environments, depending on the
concentration of dumbbells formed. Likewise, the path-
dependent nature of lithium site occupation may be
characterized by local probes in a material that undergoes
reversible (e.g., hysteresis) and irreversible (e.g., voltage fade)
transformations. Of the possible local structure techniques, X-
ray absorption spectroscopy, due to its averaging nature, is not
very effective in elucidating the structure of potential dilute TM
probe atoms in defect sites when the same element is present in
both defect and regular lattice sites. The XAFS signal is
dominated by the contribution of the majority probe atoms
occupying regular sites, thereby rendering less sensitivity to the
structure of the minority defect site. Diffraction methods are
not effective either, as they require the defect to be ordered
over the long-range and further lack sensitivity to low defect
concentrations. More specifically in the case of neutron
diffraction refinements, as already pointed by Armstrong et al.
in the case of the LiMnO2 system, the contribution of Li and
Mn cannot be distinguished when they occupy defect sites.20

The situation is only further exasperated in Ni containing
samples as Ni could potentially also occupy the defect sites.
NMR spectroscopy has been effectively used in the past to

reveal the local structures associated with lithium and TMs in
battery materials.14,24,26−38 A limitation of these earlier studies
that prevented a fully quantitative, local structural analysis was
the dilution of 6Li environments upon cycling and the
associated signal-to-noise issues. To overcome these issues, in
addition to the use of 6Li-enriched metal oxides, it is essential to
use fully enriched cell components (electrolytes and 6Li-anode)
to achieve the high resolution required to study specific local
structures of interest. We have undertaken an isotopic
enrichment strategy coupled with very long acquisition times
to obtain unprecedented, and quantitative, high-resolution data
for cycled electrodes using fully enriched cell components. This
strategy has allowed the determination of structure−activity
relationships not yet reported. Herein, 6Li MAS NMR
spectroscopy is to monitor the evolution of local order and
low concentration defect formation with the goal of correlating
local structural changes with hysteresis and voltage fade
phenomena.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
(MnNi)C2O4 precursors were prepared from MnSO4·H2O, NiSO4·
7H2O, and Na2C2O4. An aqueous solution containing the required
stoichiometric amounts of metal sulfates was added under stirring into
a solution of sodium oxalate. The solution was then stirred for 3 h at
70 °C. The coprecipitated powder was filtered, washed, and dried in
air at 105 °C. A portion of the dried powder was thoroughly mixed
with stoichiometric amounts of fully enriched 6Li carbonate (Cam-
bridge Isotopes) and annealed at 550 °C for 12 h in air, followed by
grinding and annealing at 850 °C for 12 h (also in air) to prepare
materials with a desired composition, 0.5 6Li2MnO3·0.5
6LiMn0.5Ni0.5O2.

Cathodes for the electrochemical tests were prepared by coating Al
foil with a slurry containing 82 wt % of the oxide powder, 8 wt % super
P carbon, and 10 wt % polyvinylidene difluoride (PVDF) binder in
NMP and assembled in coin cells (size 2032). Typical active material
loadings were 11 mg/cm2. The cells contained an enriched 6Li metal
anode which was cut and then rinsed with hexanes to remove oil
before use. The electrolyte was a 1 M solution of fully enriched 6LiPF6
(Aldrich) in a 1:1 mixture of ethylene carbonate (EC) and dimethyl
carbonate (DMC). Coin cells were assembled in a glovebox under an
inert argon atmosphere. Cycling tests were performed in a
temperature-controlled oven at 30 °C. All cells were subjected to a
first cycle activation between 4.7−2.0 V at 5 mA/g. Cell to cell first
discharge electrochemical reproducibility was ensured within ±1%.
The second cycle electrochemistry, as detailed in the text, was also
performed at 5 mA/g. After electrochemical testing the cells were
immediately disassembled in an Ar-filled glovebox with an oxygen and
water content both below 0.5 ppm. The cathodes were rinsed with
anhydrous DMC to remove electrolyte and dried in Ar before NMR
characterization.

6Li MAS NMR experiments were performed at 7.02 T (300 MHz)
on a Bruker Avance III HD spectrometer operating at a Larmor
frequency of 44.21 MHz, using a 1.3 mm MAS probe. All spectra were
acquired at 67 kHz with a rotor synchronized echo pulse sequence
(90°-τ-180°-τ-acq), where τ = 1/νr. A π/2 pulse width of 1.5 μs was
used with sufficiently long pulse recycle delays of 0.2 s. All spectra
were collected immediately after drying (1−2 h) with 1,024,000 scans
at a constant temperature of 283 ± 0.1 K (crucial for accurate and
consistent determination of NMR shift trends, see Supporting
Information, p S3). Chemical shifts were referenced to 1 M LiCl at
0 ppm. The spectra were normalized by the total number of scans
which was the same for all runs and the weight of active materials
packed in the rotors for the best possible quantitative analyses of
intensity changes of each lithium resonance. Under the experimental
conditions mentioned above (1 rotor period echo pulse at 67 kHz),
the effect of T2 relaxation variations has no effect on relative intensity
of lithium peaks (see Figure S5 for detailed analysis). No line
broadening function and identical phasing values were used for the
data processing.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Path-Dependent Lithium Site Occupancy and Electro-
chemical Hysteresis. Tracking changes in local lithium
environments is required to gain insights into the electro-
chemical potential of lithium as a function of path-dependent
site occupation. Therefore, we first performed a detailed study
of lithium extraction and insertion, after activation, through a
quantitative 6Li NMR approach. The 6Li peak intensities
presented by NMR data represent the total lithium content in
the materials. Data points were selected along the charge/
discharge profiles in order to follow structural changes that
occur at key potentials based on the previously proposed model
of hysteresis and voltage fade (Figure 1a and refs 8 and 10).
Two main groups of resonances are generally observed in the

6Li NMR spectra of pristine, layered lithium- and manganese-
rich transition-metal oxide structures, one between 500 and 800
ppm and another between 1300 and 1500 ppm, assigned to
lithium in the lithium layers (LiLi) and lithium in the TM layers
(LiTM), respectively. These well-established lithium resonances
arise from the Fermi-contact interactions of first and second
coordination shell, paramagnetic nickel (Ni2+) and manganese
(Mn4+) ions29 (Tables S2 and S3). A detailed discussion on
lithium environments in pristine and activated materials (end of
first cycle) is also given in Supporting Information, p S5. At 2.0
V (point 1, Figure 1a), before the start of the second cycle, a
pronounced intensity loss for the TM layer lithium environ-
ments is already observed relative to the pristine material
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(Figure S2), indicating that not all LiTM are reinserted during
the first discharge, accompanied by considerable 6Li peak
broadening due to a profound loss of order in the material
(Figure 1c). During the early stages of the second cycle charge
(points 1 and 2, Figure 1a,b), removal of LiLi from nickel-rich
environments (∼540 and ∼890 ppm, assignment details in
Supporting Information, p S5), concomitant with a slight shift
and removal of Li in the LiLi region at ∼720 ppm, is observed
due to rearrangement of TMs. At 4.38 V (point 3),
simultaneous removal of LiLi and LiTM is observed with a
considerable loss of intensity for Li2MnO3-like (∼720 ppm)
and nickel-rich environments (∼890 ppm). At the top of
charge, 4.7 V, ∼75% of the initial Li-ions are removed from the
structure with the remaining ∼25% residing in the lithium
layers (LiLi). These remaining lithium can be assigned to Li-
ions that have migrated into lithium-layer tetrahedral sites
adjacent to vacated octahedral sites of the TM layers, creating

low energy, stable lithium-dumbbell configurations (LiTet-
□-TMTet/LiTet).

14,23,31

Interestingly, between points 1 and 2 (≤3.6 V), the
electrochemical region that grows in capacity with cycling
(i.e., voltage fade phenomenon),10 an unusual 6Li peak
evolution in the ∼1600 ppm (TM-layer) region is captured
for the first time, indicating a new ordering for LiTM. It has to
be noted that although there is lithium removal from the
system at points 1 to 2, there is a clear increase in 6Li-peak
intensity associated with the TM layer region. The same 6Li
peak formation is once again observed during the subsequent
lithium insertion at 3.986 V (point 5) and between 3.2 and 2.0
V (points 7 and 8) where electrochemical hysteresis is observed
(Figure 1a,c). Once again, lithium peaks are formed at point 7
(∼1600 ppm), and the intensity is lost when 2.0 V is reached
(point 8). This observation suggests that between points 1 and
2, lithium local environments go through a re-entrant process
which was already initiated during the first discharge between
3.2 and 2.0 V. The re-entrant behavior repeats itself, with
repetitive cycles, within the hysteresis and voltage fade loops
(Figure 4). The presence of these lithium environments
indicates significant changes in TM coordination to lithium,
i.e., formation of TM defects via migration. The basis of the
assignments and the nature of the defect TM sites will be
discussed in detail in the next section. A similar resonance
might have been observed in a previous study14 but not
assigned due to poor signal-to-noise. The ability to reliably
track the intensity of this feature highlights an important aspect,
namely, the intentional use of 6Li enriched cell components in
this study.

6Li MAS NMR spectra during lithium insertion from 4.7 V
down to 2.0 V, including points at 3.986, 3.6, and 3.22 V
(Figure 1a), on the second cycle discharge are shown in Figure
1c. A comparison of the NMR spectra given in Figure 1b,c
simply reveals that lithium extraction and insertion do not
follow the same order. From the end of the second charge (4.7
V, point 4), relithiation starts with Li2MnO3-like, ordered
lithium sites (sharp peak at ∼710 ppm) and distorted lithium
layer sites (LiLi) (broad, Gaussian peak ∼668 ppm, see Figure
S3 for representative deconvolution). No significant lithium
occupancy is seen for the nickel-rich environments (540 ppm
and lower) until 3.6 V (point 6), although these sites were the
first to be removed during the previous charge. This is
consistent with previous reports on slow occupation of lithium
sites next to Ni2+, within lithium layers.25 At lower voltages,
between 3.22 and 2 V (points 7 and 8), the resonances due to
nickel rich environments at ∼870 and ∼540 ppm re-emerge
along with an intensity increase for distorted LiLi (∼668 ppm
Gaussian peak). During discharge, only ∼7% of the initial LiTM
are reinserted back into TM layers where a drastic increase in
occupation of these sites is observed between ∼3.6 and ∼3.2 V
(points 6 and 7), as seen by peak formation between 1250 and
1500 ppm (Figure 1c).
The structure−activity relationship can be revealed in further

detail by comparing 6Li NMR data on points selected with
various SOCs, but with equivalent lithium contents, to observe
the differences in lithium site occupancies (Figure 2). For
instance, at point 3 (Figure 2a), for a cell charged to 4.38 V, a
mixture of lithium in dumbbells and lithium in octahedral sites
in lithium layers is observed. However, a different local ordering
is observed for a cell having the same Li content, but which was
first charged all the way to 4.7 V and then discharged to 3.986
V (point 5). The last lithiums that are removed from LiLi on

Figure 1. (a) Second cycle dQ/dV plot with labels corresponding to
voltages at which NMR spectra were acquired. The corresponding
SOCs are given in Table S1. Inset shows the schematic representation
of electrochemical hysteresis and voltage fade with respect to dQ/dV
during second cycle charge/discharge. Point 1 was stopped at 2.0 V
after first cycle and allowed to relax. (b and c) 6Li MAS NMR at
various SOCs along the second cycle charge and discharge,
respectively.
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charge are not the first sites to be lithiated on discharge, i.e.,
hysteresis. This effect of cycling above 4.1 V and accessing the
hysteresis component is further highlighted in Figure 2b
(points 5 and 10). The spectra reveal that LiTM is not removed
until charging above 4.1 V and is not reinserted into the
structure until at least after 3.986 V on discharge. In another
instance, a significant change in lithium ordering is observed in
sample 6, which has undergone a charge to 4.7 V followed by
discharge to 3.6 V, relative to sample 10 having the same Li
content as 6, which was only charged to 4.1 V. These correlate
well with the electrochemical hysteresis component in the high
voltage region (above 4.1 V, Figure 1a inset). On the other
hand, the hysteresis voltage difference these materials exhibit
can be shown structurally by comparing points 9 and 7. A cell
that is cycled to high voltage which accesses the hysteresis
component (point 7) must be discharged to a significantly
lower voltage (∼1 V) before the Li ordering is similar to a cell
without the high voltage charging (point 9).
These data related to local lithium structure and site

occupancy correlate well with the electrochemical hysteresis
observed and with an earlier report showing hysteresis in TM
oxidation states as a function of SOC in LMR-NMCs.8,10 This
remarkable 1 V hysteresis is correlated to the defect sites
discussed in the next section.
Capturing Partially Reversible Electrochemically In-

duced Transition-Metal Migration. Although transition-
metal migration has been a long-standing phenomenon13−15,22

thought to accompany the complex structural transforma-
tion(s) observed for lithium rich transition-metal oxides, no
direct and conclusive spectroscopic evidence with a lithium
local probe for this activity has been shown. Here we present a
6Li MAS NMR approach to capture TM migration via its effect
on the local structure around Li-ions and its direct effect on
electrochemical activity for the first time. For spectra observed
at points 2 and 7, in Figure 1b,c, a broad high frequency 6Li

peak is observed at 1600 ppm. This peak is first observed at low
voltages, post-activation, and on charge and appears once again
on discharge.
In order to have a total hyperfine shift for a LiTM resonance

at ∼1600 ppm, additional TMs must be coordinated to LiMn6
units via the presence of a tetrahedral or octahedral TM in the
layers immediately above or below. This can be concluded
based on previous 6Li NMR chemical shift values reported on
similar cathode materials and our heuristic shift calculations
(see Tables S2 and S3) and is shown schematically for
tetrahedral manganese in Figure 3 for a partially delithiated

oxygen vacancy bearing lattice. This assignment represents the
first direct 6Li NMR observation of Li-TM coordination
changes and TM migration via the shift effect on LiTM
resonances at specific states of charge. This new 6Li resonance
is now denoted as LiTM6-TMtet/oct. The relative intensity loss
of the lithium sites associated with LiTM6-TMtet/oct defects
(∼1600 ppm) from charge to discharge (Figure 1, comparing
points 2 and point 7, respectively) indicates limited reversibility
of the spectroscopically detected TM migration. This correlates
directly with the proposed model of hysteresis and voltage fade
where partially reversible TM migration is indicated as a key
mechanism.10 Further information regarding the presence of a
tetrahedral Mn (compared to reference39) can be found in the
DFT calculation section in Supporting Information, p S11.
In order to study the evolution of resonances arising from

LiTM6-TMtet/oct defects, detailed deconvolutions of the NMR
data at specific SOCs have been analyzed. Figure 5a−c shows
the deconvoluted spectra for cells charged to 3.6 V on cycles 2,
11, and 20, respectively. The 1600 ppm region involves two
distinct, small peaks at ∼1550 and 1688 ppm. The former
(1550 ppm) likely indicates the presence of tetrahedral Mn
(Mntet added shift of +80 ppm29,30,32,33) but could also be
attributed to the presence of octahedral Ni3+ in the lithium
layers (added shift of +110 ppm38). Li−Ni exchange and Ni
occupancy in lithium layers have been shown, in pristine
materials, in earlier studies.23,24,26,27 However, Li-ions are
assumed to be removed from the vicinity (first and second
coordination shell) of oxidized Ni (+3 and +4), corresponding
to electrochemical activity.29 Furthermore, the distinct loss of
ordering observed for the Li2MnO3-like coordinations (724 and
765 ppm) post-activation indicates Mn activity/migration. In
addition to this, spectra collected along the first cycle at similar

Figure 2. (a) dQ/dV plots for several samples charged/discharged to
equivalent lithium contents and the corresponding voltages as labeled.
Sample numbers correspond to the NMR spectra in (b and c). (b)
Magnified view of lithium environments in the TM region for points 5
and 10. (c) 6Li MAS NMR of 0.5Li2MnO3·0.5LiMn0.5Ni0.5O2
comparing samples charged/discharged to equivalent lithium contents.

Figure 3. Structural representation of tetrahedral TM (dark purple)
coordinated to lithium (white) in the TM layer of a partially
delithiated layered, oxygen vacancy bearing LiTMO2 lattice.
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data points presented herein, for a system where nickel is
substituted with cobalt (see Figure S4), have produced very
similar shifts suggesting that the TM activity observed arises
predominantly from Mntet. Therefore, 1550 ppm resonance has
been assigned to LiMn6-Mntet. Interestingly, the detected
migration does not occur within an electrochemical window
where Mn3+ forms, a requirement shown for Mn migration in
layered oxides.39 This migration possibility has previously been
proposed by us for lithium and manganese rich metal oxides.40

The assignment of the component responsible for the 1688
ppm is more complex−likely involves either Mnoct or Ni

2+ in Li
layer, just above or below the LiMn6 unit. However, the
absence of 1688 ppm component in Li2MnO3:LiCoO2 sample
suggests the presence of LiMn6-Nioct. Further details of the
basis of these assignments are provided in the Supporting
Information, p S5−S6.
Figure 4 compares samples cycled to the same voltage (3.6

V) but with different charge voltages, resulting in different

states of charge. The data points were selected to capture
additional Mntet coordination and the effect of hysteresis on
local structure with respect to upper cutoff voltage for the
charge. As shown with the 6Li NMR data of point 11, charge
voltage of 4.1 V, Li2MnO3-like ordering still exists as both LiLi
and LiTM orderings are present. A small peak around 1300 ppm
is observed for the first time for this sample which might be due
to Li ordering in TM layers with nickel neighboring, as the
lower Fermi contact interaction can be the result of presence of
diamagnetic Ni4+. Charging beyond 4.1 V extracts Li from both
Li and TM layers causing disorder and loss of Li2MnO3-like
ordering (point 6). More importantly, comparison of point 6 vs
points 11 and 7 illustrates that for a sample charged beyond 4.4
V, i.e., the high voltage plateau, the local order can only be
restored to the precharge state by discharging beyond 3.4 V,
i.e., low voltage plateau. This 1 V hysteresis can directly be
observed structurally and correlated directly to the remarkable
re-entrant LiMn6Mntet coordinations for the spectra of points 2,
6, 9, and 11 and point 7 (Figures 4 and 1c).
Besides the significance of the migrated TM assignments

described above, one important point to note is the
dramatically low concentrations of lithium coordinations
associated with these migrated TMs (see green and blue
areas in Figure 5a,b). The approximate quantification of the

integrated areas for 1550 and 1688 ppm regions indicates that
only ∼1.9% and 1.2% of the overall lithium content are
associated with LiTM6-TMtet/oct coordinations, respectively.
These results are again remarkable, such that, the effect of
transition-metal migration/coordination change and defect
formation on lithium local environment is small with respect
to the 1 V electrochemical hysteresis observed. It is only
through the use of very high signal-to-noise, 6Li NMR data, and
full quantification that detection of these defects is made
possible.
The effect of increasing cycle number on the intensity of

LiMn6-Mntet and LiMn6-Nioct resonances (1550 and 1688 ppm)
has also been studied. Figure 5d shows cells that have been
charged to 3.6 V on cycles 2, 11, and 20. As shown with the
highlighted peak area comparisons and approximate %
integration values (Figure 5a−c), the intensities and relative
frequencies of these lithium environments decrease subtly with
increasing cycle number (from a combined approximate 3.2%
on cycle 2 to ∼2.7% by cycle 11 and ∼1.9% by cycle 20). This
loss of intensity can also be visually followed in 1600 ppm
region in the normalized Figure 5d. A minor contribution to
the loss of intensity also comes from capacity loss (about 11.6%
of the total intensity loss after 11 cycles). This correlates well
with stabilization of TM ordering, i.e., a decrease in TM
migration and a slowing down of the electrochemical voltage
fade phenomenon. It is also significant to note that with a few
percent TM migration and defect site formation, a 1 V
hysteresis is created involving 10% lithium removed above 4 V
and inserted back in the structure below 3.5 V. This is a clear
and important example of defect sites governing structural and
electrochemical activities.

Evolution of Li/TM Ordering, Cycle Number, and
Voltage Fade. The TM migration phenomenon highlighted in
the spectroscopic results (Figure 5) has profound effects on the
lithium order of the fully discharged electrodes. As the
electrochemical signatures of voltage fade appear in the dQ/
dv plots for the cycled electrodes, 6Li NMR data shows a clear
center of mass shift of about 100 ppm to lower frequencies for
the LiLi at points collected at the bottom of discharge after 1,2
and 11 cyles (Figures 6a,b and S4). The overall intensity for all
spectra in Figure 6a are normalized in Figure 6b mitigating the
effects of any capacity loss with cycling and to better visualize
the shift in frequency. Resonances traditionally assigned to LiLi
mainly contribute to the center of mass shift (Gaussian peak
shifts from 668 to 556 ppm from cycle 2 to cycle 20 (Figure
S4). As discussed in our previous studies, the changes observed
in local lithium environments that are correlated with voltage
fade slow down significantly after ∼40 cycles.41−43 By taking
into account the evidence for partially reversible TM migration
for each cycle, post-activation, it is believed that there must be
some contribution of lithium coordinated to the migrated TMs
to the shift in the Gaussian resonance (predominantly
manganese rich coordinations, Supporting Information, p
S13) and tentatively to undercoordination (such as nondumb-
bell Litet).

41−43 At this point, the resonance and corresponding
local structures can no longer be assigned only to the formal
LiLi or LiTM. Furthermore, the concentration of these lithium
environments is sufficient (∼30%) to create a gradual loss of
average voltage due to changes only in local structures and
giving rise to lower lithium site energies.41−43 Other
contributing mechanisms to the voltage loss can be coherency
strain induced on the lithium sites via distortions, which are

Figure 4. (a) dQ/dV plot with labels corresponding to voltages at
which NMR spectra were acquired and (b) 6Li MAS NMR of cells at
the same voltage; with different charge voltage switching potential and
resultant states of charge.
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clearly captured by NMR as observed in significant broadening
of peaks with cycling.
Overall, the analysis and spectral interpretations performed

in this study have been found to support the proposed
mechanisms of hysteresis and voltage fade hypothesized earlier
(Figure 6c and ref 10) by directly monitoring the local
structural changes that occur in Li-rich electrodes. Finally, it has
to be noted that 6Li MAS NMR spectra only relate to the local
structure around Li-ions that still exists in the material being
studied and is an averaging probe that does not readily
distinguish between core of the particles and the outer surface.
Given the volume averaging nature of the probed signal, no
arguments on the preferential location of the defects can be
easily provided, unlike those evidently seen in transmission
electron microscopy studies.16,17 Possible oxygen charge
compensation phenomenon16 at higher states of charge

would correspond to minimum Li coordination due to
delithiation in the immediate vicinity; therefore, these environ-
ments will be largely unrepresented in 6Li NMR spectra. The
possible effects on the NMR spectra of charge compensation by
oxygen at high states of delithiation (e.g., 4.7 V) are expected to
have minimum to zero contribution in the highly lithiated states
(e.g., < ∼ 3.6 V) where the critical observations herein have
been made.

■ CONCLUSIONS

This study has helped to identify structural causes of reversible
hysteresis and voltage fade phenomena observed for Li-rich
composite materials. There are two main structural processes
identified from the experimental results obtained: (1) Lithium
removal and reinsertion from and into the activated composite
structure are found to be path dependent in terms of Li-sites,

Figure 5. Effect of increasing cycle number on 6Li MAS NMR of 0.5Li2MnO3·0.5LiMn0.5Ni0.5O2 electrodes charged to 3.6 V. (a−c) 6Li MAS NMR
deconvolutions for LiTM region for cycles 2, 11, and 20, respectively. Blue and green peaks show the lithium peaks coordinated to octahedral nickel
and tetrahedral manganese, respectively. Lithium contents for the specific sites were calculated with the integrated area of the corresponding lithium
peak within the mass normalized spectra. The approximate values are 1.9%, 1.7%, 1.5% for manganese site and 1.2%, 1.1%, and 0.5% for nickel site
after 2, 11, and 20 cycles, respectively. (d) Full spectrum 6Li MAS NMR comparison of 2, 11, and 20 cycles.
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i.e., structural hysteresis. The structural hysteresis is found to be
reversible and correlates directly with electrochemical hyste-
resis. Furthermore, it is dependent on a remarkably low
concentration of defect sites formed upon activation within the
electrode structure. (2) Defect 6Li sites are observed due to a
hyperfine shift of tetrahedral TMs coordinated to LiMn6 units
above or below of the lithium layer as well as TMs in octahedral
lithium sites. This process indicates electrochemically induced
TM migration and is found to be only partially reversible. The
resulting partial TM re-ordering in only the local structure
correlates directly with the 1 V electrochemical hysteresis and
voltage fade due to, presumably, lowered Li-site energies
without corresponding to any new distinct long-range order
(spinel).
These two processes have been found to progress

simultaneously, post-activation, upon cycling and bolster the
spectroscopic evidence in support of the structural hysteresis
and voltage fade model previously proposed for Li- and Mn-
rich composite electrodes. The TM defect sites and re-entrant
lithium environments are a brand new find, reported for the
first time spectroscopically, and even in very small percentages
define an entire electrochemistry.
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